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Examiner's Amendment 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record is attached. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Mr. Matthew T. Ridsdale (Reg. 56,832) 
On March 14, 2006. 

3. In the claims: 

• Please amend claims 1,9 to 11 as attached. 

• Please cancel claims 3 and 12-15. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 
Barqadle whose telephone number is 571-272-3947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
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unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained form the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR system. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
YB 

Art Unit 2153 
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1. (currently amended): A virtual space system having a chat function, comprising: 

at least two communicatively connected servers; a 
virtual space control device coupled to the at least two communicatively 
connected servers, the virtual space control device including: 

transmission holding means for holding latest position information of a 
transmitter in a virtual space and transmission region definition information for 
defining a transmission region as a closed region on one of the at least two 
communicatively connected servers that includes the transmitter, 

reception object holding means for holding latest position information of a 

reception object and reception region definition information for defining a 
reception region as a closed region on another of the at least two 
communicatively connected servers that include the reception object; and 

at least one chat storage file for storing only contents of a chat issued from the transmitter 
in the reception region or only contents of a chat issued from the transmitter when 
the reception object enters the transmission region, wherein a reception region use 
flag information is used to determine whether the reception region is used, and in 
a case where the reception region use flag information indicates that the reception 
region is not used, storage of the contents of the chat is made while relation to the 
reception object holding means which has entered the transmission region is 
established, and in a case where the reception region use flag information 
indicates that the reception region is used, the storage is made while relation to 
the reception object holding means relative to the reception region where the 
transmitter has entered is established. 



2. 



(previously presented): A virtual space system according to claim 1, wherein the 
reception object holding means further holds reception region use information indicating 
whether the reception region is used, 
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in a case where the reception region use information indicates that the reception region is 
not used, the at least one chat storage file stores only the contents of the chat 
issued from the transmitter when the reception object enters the transmission 
region, and 

in a case where the reception region use information indicates that the reception region is 
used, the at least one chat storage file stores only the contents of the chat issued 
from the transmitter in the reception region. 

3. (canceled). 

4. (original): A virtual space system according to claim 1, wherein the transmission region 
and the reception region are closed regions defined by two-dimensional elements. 

5. (original): A virtual space system according to claim 1, wherein the transmission region 
and the reception region are inner regions of polygonal columns each having a section of 
a polygon drawn on a horizontal plane in the virtual space. 

6. (original): A virtual space system according to claim 1, wherein the transmission region 
and the reception region are inner regions of segmental columns each having a section of 
a segment drawn on a horizontal plane in the virtual space. 

7. (original): A virtual space system according to claim 1, wherein the transmission region 
is defined while relation to the latest position information of the transmitter is established, 
and the reception region is defined while relation to the latest position information of the 
reception object is established. 
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8. (original): A virtual space system according to claim 1, further comprising a reception 
object control device for preparing and controlling the reception object, 

wherein the latest position information of the reception object and the reception region 
definition information are set while relation to the reception object is established. 

9. (currently amended): A virtual space control device for controlling a virtual space having 
a chat function, comprising: 

transmission object holding means for holding latest position information of a transmitter 
in the virtual space and transmission region definition information for defining a 
transmission region as a closed region on a first server at a side of the transmitter; 
and 

reception object holding means for holding latest position information of a reception 

object and reception region definition information for defining a reception region 
as a closed region on a second server at a side of the reception object, 

wherein only contents of a chat issued from the transmitter in the reception region or only 
contents of a chat issued from the transmitter when the reception object enters the 
transmission region are stored in at least one chat storage file, and wherein a 
reception region use flag information is used to determine whether the reception 
region is used, and in a case where the reception region use flag information 
indicates that the reception region is not used, storage of the contents of the chat is 
made while relation to the reception object holding means which has entered the 
transmission region is established, and in a case where the reception region use 
flag information indicates that the reception region is used, the storage is made 
while relation to the reception object holding means relative to the reception 
region where the transmitter has entered is established. 



10. (currently amended): A control method of a virtual space having a chat function, 
comprising the steps of: 
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holding latest position information of a transmitter in the virtual space and transmission 
region definition information for defining a transmission region as closed region 
defined within a first server; 

holding latest position information of a reception object and reception region definition 
information for defining a reception region as a closed region defined within a 
second server; and 

storing in at least one chat storage file only contents of a chat issued from the transmitter 
in the reception region or only contents of a chat issued from the transmitter when 
the reception object enters the transmission region, wherein a reception region use 
flag information is used to determine whether the reception region is used, and in 
a case where the reception region use flag information indicates that the reception 
region is not used, storage of the contents of the chat is made while relation to the 
reception object holding means which has entered the transmission region is 
established, and in a case where the reception region use flag information 
indicates that the reception region is used, the storage is made while relation to 
the reception object holding means relative to the reception region where the 
transmitter has entered is established. 



1 1 . (currently amended): An information providing medium for providing a program which 
causes a computer to execute functions of: 

holding latest position information of a transmitter in a virtual space and transmission 

region definition information for defining a transmission region as a closed region 
defined within a first server; 

holding latest position information of a reception object in the virtual space and reception 
region definition for defining a reception region as a closed region defined within 
a second server; and 
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storing in at least one chat storage file only contents of a chat issued from the transmitter 
in the reception region or only contents of a chat issued from the transmitter when 
the reception object enters the transmission region, wherein a reception region use 
flag information is used to determine whether the reception region is used, and in 
a case where the reception region use flag information indicates that the reception 
region is not used, storage of the contents of the chat is made while relation to the 
reception object holding means which has entered the transmission region is 
established, and in a case where the reception region use flag information 
indicates that the reception region is used, the storage is made while relation to 
the reception object holding means relative to the reception region where the 
transmitter has entered is established. 



Claims 12 to 15 (canceled). 



